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the best observance of Fire Prevention Week in 


the annual contest sponsored by the N.F.P.A. Also each morning of the year this fire prevention banner is hoisted over fire headquarters. 


The Annual Fire Prevention Campaign 


Plans Are Now Being Completed by Most Departments for 
Fire Prevention Week Which Comes October 4 to 10 This Year 


HIEF GREY MARSH of the Vol- 

unteer Fire Department of Wes- 
ton, West Virginia (population 8,600), 
spoke for many another progressive 
fire department when he recently de- 
clared to those assembled at the an- 
nual fire school of West Virginia 
University: “Somewhere in America, 
every minute of the day and night, a 
fire occurs; fires causing anxiety, head- 
aches, heavy loss and even threatening 
conflagration. Therefore, is it not time 
that we of the standing army of valiant, 
courageous and alert fire fighters should 
further educate the publie against dan- 
gerous fire hazards. ... You should 
still increase your fire-prevention work. 
Carry it to the door of each home, to 


every factory, to the schools, churches, 
hospitals and other public institutions. 
I do not mean that such activities 
should be confined to Fire Prevention 
Week alone, but should be continued 
throughout the year. If you do not 
have the assistance of a Chamber of 
Commerce and other civic organiza- 
tions, then build up your own fire-pre- 
vention program. I might also remind 
you that there is no way in which a 
volunteer or paid fire department may 
more effectively advertise itself.” 
Chief Marsh reports that his fire de- 
partment at its annual meeting ap- 
points a fire-prevention committee to 
plan the work of the year. The Weston 
program is typical of that carried out 


by many other departments, both paid 
and volunteer. 

Fire Prevention Week is used to 
arouse and create interest, every day 
being devoted to some special activity, 
starting with Sunday when the proc- 
lamations of the President, Governor 
and Mayor are read in the churches. 
Speakers are provided for five-minute 
talks at theatres, stories are furnished 
the newspapers and fire prevention is 
brought to everyone’s attention with 
posters, handbills and window displays. 

Fire-department officials, with the 
help of outside agencies such as the 
state fire marshal’s department, speak 
before .the luncheon and civie clubs, 
schools, churches and other gatherings. 
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Early stage of the conflagration which did over one-quarter million dollars 
worth of damage in Remsen, Iowa, on July 4. 


Self-inspection blanks are furnished to 
all places of business and a special 
contest is arranged among the school 
children for the best report on an in- 
spection of their home. These inspec- 
tion activities are supplemented with 
fire-department inspections in many 
cases. 

In all of these activities the fire de- 
partment is given prominence. Open 
house is held at fire headquarters and 
citizens are encouraged to visit and 
familiarize themselves with the fire 
department. 

Samples of printed material to help 
local fire departments with their ob- 
servance of Fire Prevention Week have 
been mailed recently to all fire depart- 
ment members of the N.F.P.A. These 
include posters, blotters and colored 
folders. Space is provided on these for 
imprinting the name of the local fire 
department, and are furnished at cost. 
Other publications and material avail- 
able are listed on page 5. The public 
expects the fire department to make 
itself known during Fire Prevention 
Week and there is just a month to get 
ready for it. 
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Drought in Middle West 


W orries Fire Departments 

The number of grass fires resulting 
from the dried-up condition of grass 
and other growth due to the drought in 
the Middle West have rapidly mounted 
during the past few months. One typi- 
cal city reports that so far this year it 
has responded to three times the num- 
ber of fires that it did during the same 
period last year. 

On July 27 a grass fire fanned by 
an 85-mile-an-hour wind burned to 
death a man and wife a few miles north 


of Kansas City, Missouri. They saw 
the storm and fire approach their coun- 
try home. In an attempt to escape in 
their car, they became frightened, hit a 
telephone pole, and their clothing 
caught fire by the onrushing flames. 

Some cities organize patrols to be on 
the lookout for grass fires, burn off 
vacant lots and roadsides, and super- 
vise and regulate bonfires. Other cities 
seem content to make any number of 
grass fire runs in spite of the fact that 
a little effort would prevent most of 
them. 

Roadside grass fires started from 
cigarette stubs thrown from automo- 
biles traveling on the highways became 
quite common in the states affected by 
the drought. Wide-awake farmers have 
burned over roadsides along their farms 
to protect their crops, fences, and 
buildings. 

The dry condition of wooden shingle 
roofs in communities still having roofs 
of this type, and the drying up of 
water supplies in small towns and rural 
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The Remsen, Iowa, conflagration was stopped on this street by the two-story 
concrete block building on the right. 
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areas, added considerably to the fir: 
hazard problems of fire departments. 

The fire in Remsen, Iowa (popula 
tion of 1200), on July 4 is a good 
example of the effect of long and hot 
dry weather spells on the conflagration 
hazard in small towns. This fire started 
in a two-story frame automobile repair 
shop by children playing with fire 
works. The humidity was very low and 
the temperature was over 110 degrees. 

The volunteer fire department con 
sisting of a chief, two assistant chiefs 
and 12 members, was handicapped be 
cause the alarm was not turned in 
promptly, and because about half of 
the members were out of town due to 
the holiday. The department was as- 
sisted by pumpers from five neighbor- 
ing towns. In spite of the efforts of 
firemen, and the wide streets and open 
spaces, more than 34 buildings and 17 
acres of property were swept by the 
fire with a loss of over $250,000. 

Another fire on the same day in 
Oyens, a small town about five miles 
from Remsen, destroyed nine mercan- 
tile buildings and two dwellings in four 
blocks. Dry grass and other vegetation 
in a park and vacant lots, together with 
the high temperature, low humidity, and 
strong wind helped the fire to spread 
rapidly. There was no organized fire 
department. 
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New Louisiana Instruction 
Manual One of the Best 

A comprehensive textbook entitled 
“Manual of Instruction for Fire De- 
partments” has just been published by 
the Louisiana State Firemen’s Associa- 
tion in cooperation with the Division of 
Trades and Industrial Education of the 
Louisiana State Department of Educa- 


















September. 1936 


tion, and the General Extension Divi- 
sion of Louisiana State University. 

Chief R. A. Bogan of Baton Rouge, 
as chairman of the Board of Super- 
visors of the Louisiana State Firemen’s 
College, directed the compilation of the 
manual. Chief Bogan is also chairman 
of the Executive Committee of the 
Louisiana State Firemen’s Association, 
and was elected president of the Inter- 
national Association of Fire Chiefs at 
their annual convention at Toronto in 
July. 

The manual is the most comprehen- 
sive published to date. In addition to 
complete descriptions of tools and 
equipment, detailed information is 
given on how to perform the various 
evolutions which every fireman should 
know. Its purpose is to supplement the 
work of the state fire college by making 
essential training data available to all 
firemen whether or not they have been 
able to attend the fire college each year. 
Also, the manual is arranged to en- 
courage drill practice in fundamental 
operations by individual fire companies 
and departments. 

There are over 200 pages of text 
material and illustrations. It is divided 
into 13 seetions as follows: Fire Pumps, 
Motor and Pump Operation, Small 
Tools and Minor Equipment, Ladders, 
Hose Lines, Standard Knots, Ventila- 
tion, Entering Buildings, Fire Fighting, 
Salvage Work, First Aid, Gas Masks, 
and Building Inspection. 

This book is primarily for fire de- 
partments in Louisiana. Anyone out- 
side that state may purchase a copy for 
$2 by writing Chief R. A. Bogan, Fire 
Department, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
Every fire department in the United 
States and Canada would find it to 
their advantage to make a copy avail- 
able to its members. 

&G A & Sd 
Three Pennsylvania V olunteers 
Killed in Apparatus Crash 


According to records on file in the 
N.F.P.A. Department of Fire Record, 
82 volunteer firemen have been killed 
in recent years because apparatus was 
going too fast and collided with other 
vehicles. In most eases the wrecks oc- 
curred when answering alarms—many 
of which were for trivial alarms—false 
alarms or grass and brush fires. 

The most recent serious accident oe- 
eurred on July 25 when several volun- 
teer firemen of Breckenridge, Pennsyl- 
vania, were returning home from a fire- 
men’s association fair at Ellwood City. 
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Three volunteer firemen were killed and two injured in the wreck which de- 
molished this combination hose and chemical truck on July 25. 


Three of the men were killed almost 
instantly and two others were seriously 
injured when the apparatus overturned 
after it swerved to avoid a collision 
with another car. Some indication of 
the probable speed that the truck was 
going may be had from the accom- 
panying photograph which shows the 
wreckage. 

Apparatus easily gets out of control 
when traveling at excessive speeds. A 
number of fatalities have resulted from 
accidents in which two pieces of appa- 
ratus ran into each other. This was 
usually due to the lack of agreements 
with other companies as to routes nor- 
mally taken to fires in certain locations 
as well as to excessive speed. 

These unfortunate experiences should 
be a lesson to every driver of fire ap- 
paratus. It is very important that driv- 
ers recognize safe speed limits. Such 
limits vary, of course, for different con- 
ditions of roads, weather, local ordi- 
nances, purpose of trip, and so forth. 

Just why it is that so many volunteer 
firemen have to die or get injured in 
fire apparatus wrecks is hard to under- 
stand. Speed in getting to a fire as 
soon as possible after the alarm is 
turned in is necessary, but not to the 
extent of endangering the lives of the 
men riding on the apparatus. It seems 
much more sensible to drive a little 
slower and be sure to reach the fire or 
other destination with the apparatus 
and men all intact and safe and as a 
more practical matter they’ll be ready 
for a better fire fighting job. 


Discussion 


Subjects 


43 

Q. Are chimney and stack spark ar- 
resters of value for preventing wooden 
shingle roof and other fires? 

A. Yes. Fire departments can save 
themselves many needless runs by ad- 
vising the use of spark arresters. See 
further discussion on page 5. 

44 

Q. What does the public expect of 
the fire department during Fire Pre- 
vention Week in October? 

A. It has come to expect a program 
such as that the fire department puts 
on in Weston, West Virginia, as out- 
lined in the opening story of this issue. 


Problem Questions 
FOR SEPTEMBER 
Suggested for discussion at company 
and department meetings this month 
45 
What are the best ways to protect 
vital public records against fire 


damage? 


46 
What is the fireman’s part in the 
detection of arson and helping to 
secure convictions for the crime? 
Watch for the answers 
in the next issue of 
VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 








The “‘Model A”’ Super 


Which Every Volunteer Fire 
Department Should Know About | 


Every volunteer Fire De- 
partment should know the 
exclusive qualities of this 
first-aid extinguisher which 
experience shows should 
be the first to be carried 
into any fire because :— 


FIRST :— 

It is safe to use on electri- 
cal fires. Fyr-Fyter fluid is | 
not only a powerful fire | 
extinguishing fluid, but a 
most certain insulation — 
safeguarding the operator 
against serious injury or 


possible death from elec- | 


trical contact. 


AND SECOND: 
It is effective on concealed 
fires in walls and other 


1¥2 Quart “hard to reach” locations | 


Sizes and is effective also on 


fires in greases, oils and the more in- 
flammable liquids. 
Write us (without obligation on your 





part) for complete information about this 
marvelous new ‘“‘Model A"’ Super ( Vapor- 
izing Liquid) Fyr-Fyter. You'll enthusi- 
astically recognize its value to your 
department and the safety of your com- 
munity. It stands hard usage. 


THE FYR-FYTER COMPANY 
| Dept. 20-9 DAYTON, OHIO 














A Break for 


Some Department 


First come, first served. 


We have got to have the floor 
space in our factory now taken up 
by the following pieces of apparatus 
and we will make a very low price 
on them to move them quickly. 
Here’s an excellent opportunity for 
a department which may need an 
additional pumper but can’t just yet 
afford a new one. The first we hear 
from gets the break. 


Repossessed 500 Gallon Pumper 


Modern and up-to-date, guaran- 
teed same as a new job. 


500 Gallon Pumper 


An older model at a very low price. 
Reconditioned, refinished like a new 
job and guaranteed to be in perfect 
working order. Reconditioning in- 
cluded rebuilding the motor. 


Cash or terms. Write (or wire 
if you want to be first in line). 


BUFFALO FIRE APPLIANCE 
CORPORATION 
44 Central Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 
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Courtesy National Supply and Service Corp. 


Spark Arresters 


UNDREDS of communities have 
adopted ordinances requiring that 
roof coverings be of a fire-retardant 
type which will not be readily ignited 
from sparks. In cities and towns that 
have not yet made this requirement, and 
for farm buildings with wooden-shingle 
roofs, the spark hazard is a serious one. 
Fire departments in towns where 
such ordinances are not in effect and 
rural fire departments can cut down the 
number of runs made to roof fires by 
advising the use of good types of spark 
arresters on chimneys. 

Where anthracite coal or oil only is 
burned, spark arresters are not neces- 
sary. Arresters are particularly called 
for where chimneys or stacks expose 
combustible roofs, lumber, forests, or 
other easily ignitible surroundings. The 
best type of arrester to use at a par- 
ticular location depends upon the fuel, 
waste, and other materials which may 
at times be burned and upon the 
amount of deposits which collect in the 
chimney. It’s a good idea to consult 
insurance inspection departments as to 
where they would recommend arresters. 

Sparks and chunks of burning soot 
escape from chimneys and stacks and 
lodge on wooden shingle roofs or other 
combustible parts of buildings. In no 
time at all, especially in dry weather, 
disastrous fires are in progress. Once 
a wooden shingle roof fire gets a good 
start it is apt to send flying brands to 
other roofs in a city or town and cause 
a conflagration. In rural areas there is 
a good chance that a barn fire will 
spread to a house (or a house to a barn, 


as the case may be), and other build- 
ings may be destroyed. 

Spark arresters are substantial metal 
screens or cages that fit on top of chim- 
neys and stacks. They have been found 
effective in holding back dangerous 
sparks. There are also many flimsy and 
nearly worthless devices on the market. 
Some of these, improperly designed, 
have been known to choke the chimney 
draft to such an extent that the users 
had to climb on the roof in the middle 
of the night to remove the contraption 
to prevent being smoked out. 

The first consideration in the design 
of spark arresters is to make the mesh 
openings small enough to catch the 
dangerous sparks and at the same time 
large enough not to interfere with the 
draft. So important is it that spark 
arresters be properly designed and 
made of good materials that the 
N.F.P.A. Committee on Manufacturing 
Hazards recently issued minimum re- 
quirements for their construction and 
installation. Two types of arresters 
that meet these standards for use on 
dwelling and other small chimneys are 
shown in the accompanying illustra- 
tions. Industrial spark arresters are 
also made for round metal or tile 
chimneys or stacks. 

Arresters can’t be depended upon to 
eliminate entirely the discharge of 
sparks under all conditions. However, 
arresters that are built and installed 
in accordance with these specifications 
will reduce the spark hazard. A copy 
of the specifications will be sent free to 
readers upon request to the N.F.P.A. 





September, 1936 


VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 


Campaign Material for 
Fire Prevention Week 


October 4-10, 1936 


The N.F.P.A. would like to make a general free distribution of this 
literature, but its limited finances do not permit this and charges must 
be made to cover the cost of quantity distribution as is indicated below: 


Poster. (FPW 1) Astriking two- 
color Fire Prevention Week Poster, 12 
x 16 in—“Stop It.” Sample copies free, 
$1.00 per hundred, $7.50 per thousand. 

At the bottom of this poster local 
imprinting may be added if desired. 
Imprinting may be done by the pur- 
chaser or will be done by the N.F.P.A. 
(subject to delays incident to such 
extra printing) at the following prices: 
one thousand or less $2.50; each ad- 
ditional thousand $1.00. 


A special edition of the poster, printed 
on substantial cardboard, will be sup- 
plied instead of the paper poster on re- 
quest, at $3.50 per hundred, $30.00 per 
thousand. 


Leaflet. (FPW 2) A striking leaf- 
let, in red and black, 5%4 x 8% in., tell- 
ing the story of Fire Prevention Week 
in condensed form, and giving the es- 
sential rules for fire safety. Intended 
for public distribution in schools, etc. 
Sample copies free, 50 cents per hun- 
dred, $3.50 per thousand. 


Fire Prevention Week Blotter. 
“Help Prevent Fire.” (FPW 3) Printed 
in two colors on a white blotter of good 
quality, 34% x 8% in. Effective for 
general distribution as an envelope en- 
closure. Price $1.00 per hundred, sample 
on request. 

There is space at the bottom of the 
blotter for local imprinting if desired. 
This may be done by the purchaser, or 
by the N.F.P.A. at: 500 or less $1.00, 
each additional hundred 10 cents. 


Fire Prevention Week Handbook. 
(FPW 4) This is the sixth edition of 
a fifty-page illustrated handbook going 
into all phases of Fire Prevention Week 
and Clean-Up Campaigns. Price 15c. 
per copy, $10.00 per hundred. 


Facts About Fire. (FPW 5) A 
1936 16-page Supplement to the Fire 
Prevention Week Handbook. This pam- 
phlet contains material valuable for 
preparation of speeches, newspaper pub- 
licity and radio broadcasts. Price 5c. 
per copy, $3.50 per hundred. 


Fire Prevention Exhibits. (FPW 
6) A 16-page pamphlet reproducing 
22 photographs of successful state and 
county fire exhibits, window displays 
and other exhibits used to dramatize fire 
prevention. Price 10c. per copy, $7.50 
per hundred. 


Selected Demonstrations for Use 
in Fire Safety Education. (FPW 7) 
An attractive 32-page pamphlet, 63 
illustrations, presenting a selection of 
effective methods used in fire prevention 
demonstrations. Price 25c. per copy, 
$12.00 per hundred. 


Keep Your Home from Burning. 
(FPW 8) A two-color folder designed 
for general distribution to homes. The 
last page is left blank for special im- 
printing if desired. Sample copies free, 
$1.50 per hundred, $7.50 per thousand. 
(Imprinting, if desired, at additional 
cost.) 


All the above prices are F.O.B. Boston. Orders will be shipped express collect 
unless other shipping instructions are received. Single copies and small orders will 
be sent parcel post prepaid. Designating numbers in parentheses after each title 
above are for convenience in ordering by telegram. 


All those desiring to secure supplies of posters, handbooks, etc., are urged to 
order them promptly to secure early delivery. Last minute orders are often subject 


to annoying transportation delays. 


For the above material as well as for general 
information on fire prevention apply to 


NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 
60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass., U.S.A. 


FEDERAL SIRENS 


Can Be Heard for Miles 
Calls Volunteers Instantly 


MED 
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Federal Vertical Siren Mounted on Tower. 
Approved by the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters. 
Federal VERTICAL Sirens are most 
practical because 

(1) They distribute sound in a wide 
range in all directions. 

(2) Rugged in construction to with- 
stand all kinds of abuse. 

(3) Entirely weatherproof housing fin- 
ished in Red Duco withstands sleet, 
rain, hail and dust storms. 

(4) It is equipped with special high 
speed, ball bearing Federal Siren 
motors. 

Write for Bulletin No. 55 for 
complete details. 


FEDERAL MODEL W 


DOUBLE ACTION 


SIREN 


STREAMLINED 
WITH FLASHING LIGHT 
AND A NEW TONE ROAR 
CONSIDER THESE FEATURES: 

Streamlined beauty combined with 
rugged construction durability. 
A Siren Roar combined with Flash- 
ing Rays of Light. 
Greased sealed ball bearings aid ease 
of operation. 
Plashing light can be operated with 
siren roar or independently. 
FULLY chrome plated. 
Loudest by test .. . brightest warn- 
ing light. 

Order Your Siren Now 


FEDERAL ELECTRIC CO. 


8717 So. State St. Chicago, Ill. 
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Silicone Firemen Presents Disp 


Hundreds of Departments Will Buy New Pumpers This 
Fall to Replace Existing Ones Nearly Half of Which Are 
More Then 15 Years Old, Unsafe and Underpowered 


AHRENS-FOX FIRE ENGINE COMPANY, AMERICAN-LA FRANCE AND FOAMITE INDUS- 
Cincinnati, Ohio. TRIES, INC., Elmira, New York. 


BUFFALO FIRE APPLIANCE CORPORATION, W.S. DARLEY & COMPANY (Champion Fire Appara- 
Buffalo, New York. tus), 2810 Washington Boulevard, Chicago, Illinois. 


MACK-INTERNATIONAL MOTOR TRUCK CORP., MAXIM MOTOR COMPANY, 
34th St. and 48th Ave., Long Island City, New York. Middleboro, Massachusetts. 


A display of ladder trucks will be presented in an early issue. Manufacturers are invited to submit photographs and description for 





September, 1936 VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 7 


of Styles in Modern Pumpers 


New Apparatus Must Be Put into Service at Twice 
the Rate of Previous Years to Keep Ahead of the 
Trend to Obsolescence Due to New Added Features 


AMERICAN STEAM PUMP COMPANY (Barton 
Pumps), Battle Creek, Michigan. 


HOWE FIRE APPARATUS COMPANY, 
Anderson, Indiana. 


PETER PIRSCH & SONS COMPANY, 
Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
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INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY, 
606 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 


SEAGRAVE CORPORATION, 
Columbus, Ohio. 


sin such a display. Readers writing manufacturers whose equipment is shown above are requested to mention VOLUNTEER FIREMEN. 











Volunteer 
Firemen’s 
Accident 
Insurance 


A special policy called a 
Volunteer Firemen’sGroup 
Accident Insurance Policy 
has been made available to 
Volunteer Departments by 
the Hartford Accident and 
Indemnity Company—one 
of the large strong old-line 
casualty companies. This 
policy pays if member fire- 
men are injured while on 
duty. It pays for loss of 
time from regular occu- 
pation and substantial 
amounts for death and dis- 
memberment. Your De- 
partment should have this 
protection. Mail the fol- 
lowing coupon today. It 
will cost you nothing to get 
the full détails regarding 
this valuable insurance 
contract. 


You won’t have to 
“pass the hat” if you 
have this policy 


HARTFORD 
ACCIDENT 


INDEMNITY 
COMPANY 


of HARTFORD, CONN. 


Agents Everywhere 


7c 


This coupon may save your members 
thousands of dollars 


SS SSS SB SSS BS SS SSS eS eee Se 
HARTFORD ACCIDENT 
AND INDEMNITY COMPANY 


Hartford, Connecticut 


Send information on Volunteer 
Firemen’s Group Accident Policy. 
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You Wouldn’t Drive a 


Much fire ap- 
Ten-Year Old Motor Car 


paratus is in 
the category of the slow-poke automo- 
bile which clutters up our street and 
highway traffic. A commercial or pleas- 
ure automobile that could not compete 
with other traffic would not be long 
tolerated. 

Yet a recent survey made by the 
N.F.P.A. reveals that two-thirds of all 
motor fire apparatus in service is over 
ten years old. 

Most automobiles over ten years old 
have long since been carted away to the 
junk pile. They have gone off the road 
mainly because improvements permit 
modern ears to run rings around them. 
Modern fire apparatus can likewise run 
rings around the apparatus of ten and 
more years ago, but cities and towns 
are reluctant to part with equipment, 
the paint of which is still bright and 
the metal work of which still shines like 
new. 

During recent lean years the normal 
tendency to keep obsolete fire appara- 
tus in service has been accentuated. 
New apparatus will have to be put in 
service nearly twice as fast as formerly 
if fire companies and departments have 
reasonably modern equipment with 
which to work. We hope the display of 
modern pumpers in this issue will be 
helpful to fire departments purchasing 
new units this fall. The new apparatus 
has to offer greatly added power, en- 
abling the pieces to more than meet 
pumping requirements and to provide 
the acceleration and power required in 
modern traffic. There are also other 
improvements for comfort and safety 
of which four-wheel brakes, windshields 
and cabs (where appropriate), are 
examples. 


September, 1936 


Volunteer Fire Company In the State 
Is 176 Years Old of Pennsyl- 
vania and immediate adjoining terri- 
tory, volunteer fire departments occupy 
positions of even greater importance in 
the civil and social life of the commu- 
nity than they have generally achieved 
elsewhere. A monthly publication serv- 
ing that territory is entitled “The Visit- 
ing Fireman.” In a current issue it 
mentions that the Union Fire Company 
of Lancaster, Pa., lays claim to being 
the oldest fire company in the United 
States, boasting a continuous history 
since 1760. It would be of interest to 
know if any reader can report an older 
company. 

We believe that Charles L. Martin, 
publisher of “The Visiting Fireman,” 
would be glad to send a copy to any 
volunteer fireman interested who will 
address him at Box 254, McKeesport, 
Pa. Mr. Martin is a former chief of his 
local fire company and past president 
of the Alleghany County Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association and holds numer- 
ous other offices in firemen’s organiza- 
tions. The paper is Mr. Martin’s hobby 
and a reflection of his interest and de- 
votion to firemen. He sets the type 
himself and prints the paper in his own 
shop, cramming it with dates and names 
of persons and places in the best news- 
paper tradition, covering the activities 
of county firemen’s associations and 
other volunteer organizations. 


Over 10,700 Membership of the Vol- 
Members unteer Firemen’s Section 
passes the 10,700 mark this month. 
Since the last issue 120 firemen from 
the five departments listed below joined 
for the first time and 348 men from 17 
other departments renewed their mem- 
berships. The total membership is 
10,744 firemen. 
The fact that most all companies and 
departments renew their memberships 
when they expire indicates the value of 
the service rendered by the Section. 
Milo Fire Department, Milo, Maine. 
Dracut Volunteer Fire Department, 
Dracut, Massachusetts. 

Hopewell Fire Department, Hopewell, 
Virginia. 

Cudahy Volunteer Fire Department, 
Cudahy, Wisconsin. 

New Glarus Fire Department, New 
Glarus, Wisconsin. 
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™° VITAGUARD Fire Alarm System 


$4,000,000,000.°° 
Property Loss 
100,000 Human Lives 


The National Fire Loss for 10 years, 
1926-1935, exceeded these figures. 


Over 70% of the Fire Loss 
Occurred in Municipalities under 


20,000 population. 


HE regulations for the installation, mainte" 

nance and use of municipal fire alarm sys- 
tems, as recommended by the National Fire 
Protection Association contain the following 
statement: 


“It is generally recognized that there is no other 
thoroughly satisfactory means of sending and 
receiving fire alarms than an approved fire 
alarm telegraph system. Telephones should not 
be relied upon to replace needed boxes nor to Includes recording register, code signal transmitter, 
supplement any inadequacy in number or loca- battery and charging equipment, testing and protec- 
tion of boxes.” tion devices. 


Fire Station Operating and Control Unit 


The salient features of the VITAGUARD Fire Alarm System are 
Efficiency 
Low Initial Cost 
Nominal Maintenance Cost 
Compactness 
Rugged Construction 
Simplicity 
A complete line of public alarm equipment including the unsur- 
passed Diaphone Horn is associated with the Vitaguard Fire Alarm 
System. 


For information relative to this system address 


VITAGUARD Sales Promotional Department 
Street Signal Station 


Provides protection against THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


loss of alarms under dis- 
ordered circuit conditions. Newton Upper Falls, Mass. 





DAMAGE &- 
INSURANCE 
RATE $y 


SHUREDRY is the 
cover that fire chiefs 
all over the country 
have endorsed for 
superior service. 
Made of our special process chemically 
treated canvas they resist both heat and 
cold. SHUREDRY covers will not crack 
or split on your storage shelves — easy 
to handle — give better service. 


Address our plant nearest vou for full 
Ipformation and prices. 


Fulton Bag & Cotton Mills 
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Membership Plan 
VOLUNTEER FIREMEN’S SECTION 
NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION 
ASSOCIATION 

HERE twenty or more firemen in a 

volunteer company or department 
affiliate with the Volunteer Firemen’s Sec- 
tion the cost is 50 cents a year per man. 
Each fireman will receive one copy of 
VOLUNTEER FIREMEN, the monthly journal 
of the Volunteer Firemen’s Section, mailed 
regularly to his home address. The com- 
pany or department automatically becomes 
a member of the National Fire Protection 
Association and is entitled to full privi- 
leges of membership. All the literature 
regularly issued to N.F.P.A. members is 
mailed to headquarters of the company or 
department. 

Membership may be applied for by one 
member of the company or department 
collecting 50 cents for each of the 20 or 
more members and making a single remit- 
tance for the group, or the company or 
department may take a membership for its 
men and make a single remittance from 
the company or department treasury. 

Because of the large amount of material 
mailed to members, not less than $10.00 
can be accepted from any company or 
department for membership dues. 
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More Cash Prize Winners 


Awards This Month in Pyrene Prize Letter Contest 
Show Actual Cases of What Fire Extinguishers Can Do 


IRE chiefs win all three cash prizes 

this month. Just about half of the 
prizes awarded in this contest since it 
started two years ago have gone to 
chiefs and assistant or deputy fire 
chiefs. 

The reason that more officers than 
regular members of departments have 
received prizes is because more officers 
have submitted letters in the contest. 
It’s the story that counts. It doesn’t 
make any difference whether you are 
an officer or not. Send in your experi- 
ence with the use of an approved fire 
extinguisher in saving lives and prop- 
erty from fire for consideration next 
month. 

Cash prizes are awarded each month 
in this contest co-operatively by the 
Pyrene Manufacturing, Company of 
Newark, N. J., and VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN. 


FIRST PRIZE — $10.00 


Ed. Lentzinger, Chief, 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
Harvard, Nebraska. 
Fires in Places Hard to Reach 


“Not long ago the attic in a two- 
story house was burning pretty good 
when we got there. But it didn’t take 
long for us to put it out with our two 
214-gallon soda-acid, and one 1-gallon 
size and one 1-quart size carbon tetra- 
chloride extinguishers. 

“Two weeks later we had the same 
thing happen in another house, only 
this fire had such a start that we 
had to use the booster tank too. But 
we used our soda-acid and carbon tetra- 
chloride extinguishers in places where 
we couldn’t reach with the booster line. 
In this way no damage at all was done 
—which would not have been the case 
if only water had been used.” 


SECOND PRIZE — $3.00 
A. B. Olson, Chief. 


Fire Department, Keewatin, Minnesota. 
Looks for Trouble with a Match 


“On July 26 at 9:30 p.m. the main 
part of the business section of our town 
was lined thick with cars. It was a 
busy night. Some fellow was told that 
his ear was leaking gas in the street. 
As often is the case, he came out to 
look for the trouble with a match. The 
result was an explosion. 

“One of the fire truck drivers was 
off duty and happened to see what was 


going on. He grabbed the carbon tetra- 
chloride extinguisher from his ear and 
held the fire down until the fire depart- 
ment arrived to finish the job. Because 
of our driver’s quick thinking and thie 
handiness of his fire extinguisher, con- 
siderable trouble was avoided.” 


THIRD PRIZE — $2.00 


R. J. Van Fleet, Chief, 
Fire Department, Hastings, Nebraska. 


Small Fire Put Out Quickly 


“About 7:30 one evening we received 
an alarm for 3rd & Lincoln Avenue. 
Upon arrival we discovered an electric 
conductor had shorted underground 
and was arcing badly. By using a ear- 
bon tetrachloride extinguisher the are 
was broken and further damage to the 
wires stopped. The wires were used the 
rest of the night and replaced the next 
day.” 


HONORABLE MENTION 


Alfred Kosta, Chief, 
Fire Dept., Bonesteel, South Dakota. 


Jerry McDonald, 
Fire Dept., Kansas City, Missouri. 


O. W. Mayer, Chief, 
Fire Dept., Mount Pulaski, Illinois. 


CONTEST RULES 

1. Contestants in the Pyrene Prize 
Letter Contest must be members of 
their local fire department. 

2. Letters are to deseribe actual ex- 

periences where any approved fire ex- 
tinguisher of any make has saved lives 
or property. 
3. Trade names may be used but 
will be deleted in publication. Publish- 
ers reserve the right to edit winning 
letters to permit publication. 

4. Each contestant automatically 
vouches for the truth of the facts pre- 
sented from his own or others’ expe- 
rience. 

5. Only one letter may be submitted 
each month. 

6. Letters must be legibly written in 
ink or typewritten on white paper, one 
side only. Preference will be given to 
letters not over 250 words in length. 

7. Letters received after the 8th of 
the month will be judged in following 
month’s competition. 

8. Monthly prizes in cash will be: 
Ist, $10.00; 2nd, $3.00; and 3rd, $2.00. 

9. Address contest letter to Pyrene 
Prize Letter Contest, National Fire 
Protection Association, 60 Battery- 
march St., Boston, Mass. 
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Make Every Fire Pump 


A Fire-Killing Foam Producer 


Every fire department — yes, every pumper— can now have a new low-cost foam tool for fighting 


treacherous garage, cellar, industrial and street fires involving gasoline and oil. 


Simply couple the specially designed PHOMAIRE 
Play Pipe to your hose line (34” to 214”). Fill the Hip 
Pack with the new PHOMAIDE Solution and drop the 
pick-up tube into the Solution. Shout for 75 pounds or 
more pressure and then watch the continuous stream 


of foam go shooting on its fire-smothering way. 


Water passing through the Play Pipe draws Solution 
and air into the water stream automatically in the 
proper proportions to form foam. There are no com- 


plicated preliminaries, no confusing adjustments, no 
moving parts. But that’s not all! 


How would you like a foam unit that uses less than 20 
gallons of water per minute at 75 pounds pressure? 
That you could use with your booster tank as well as 
from suction or hydrant? How would you like to have 
one gallon of Phomaide Solution, requiring no mixing, 
make 350 gallons of foam from that 20 gallons of 
water? And by merely pouring additional Solution 
into the Hip Pack produce 300 to 400 gallons of foam 
per minute? Or discharge a water stream by simply 
lifting the pick-up tube out of the solution? 

Learn more about the unusual advantages of the only 


efficient foam unit for small lines. Write for literature 
and prices today. 


Now You Can Have The Latest Foam Equipment 


e * 
PLAY PIPE SOLUTION 


developed, made and sold by 


e Manufacturing Compan 


NEWARK NEW JERGEY 


ATLANTA CHICAGO 
RANGAS CITY SAN FRANCISCO 
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BARTON FIRE PUMPS 


Marvelous Performance 


at LOW COST! 


Barton Fire Pumps are recognized the world 
over as the best and most economical answer to 
the majority of fire protection problems. 


Unlike rotary and piston types, a modern 
Barton Centrifugal Pump has NO PARTS SUB- 
JECT TO DAMAGE OR EXCESSIVE WEAR 
when pumping the dirtiest water. 


Thus with a Barton you are not limited to 
pumping from city hydrants. In fact, every day 
Barton Pumps—automatically primed—are called 
upon to fight country and suburban fires, deliver- 
ing huge volumes of water at smashing pressures 
from ponds, cisterns, rivers, etc. 


Any Barton Pump can be completely installed 
on a standard truck WITHOUT A SINGLE 
CHASSIS CHANGE. A good mechanic can do 
the entire mounting job in a few hours—entire 
expense but a few dollars. 


New Edition (No. 4) of Bulletin 75 
Contains Valuable Fire Stream Data 


Write for your copy today! Learn about these 
wonderful Barton Pumps—how you can effect 
BIG SAVINGS and still have the finest pumping 
equipment. And, besides, our copyrighted Fire 
Stream Data will be found very useful. 


BATTLE CREEK,MICHIGAN 


350, 400, 500 and 600- 


Gallon Sizes. 


U-TYPE PUMPS 


with Built-in - Gear -Drive for High 
Pressures at LOW Motor Speeds 


This is the Barton DeLuxe Line 
—“‘World’s Finest Front-Mounted 
Fire Pumps.” All sizes Under- 
writers’ tested. All ratings based 
on pumping from suction. When 
pumping from hydrant, every size 
delivers far in excess of its rating. 
Built-in Gear-Drive means that 
truck motor operates at approxi- 
mately one-half pump speed. With 
a U-Type Barton Pump wide open, 
THE MOTOR LOAFS ALONG 
UNDER NO STRAIN. 


F-TYPE PUMPS 


with Direct-Drive 


These two Barton Fire Pumps—also 
Underwriters’ tested — have every 
feature offered by the U-Type Pumps, 
except the Gear-Drive. They are 
Direct-Drive Pumps, operating at 
direct motor speeds. This construc- 
tion makes for lower cost. In fact, 


: for 400 and 500-gallon capacities, 


400 and 500-Gallon Sizes. 


PUMPS AND 


the F-Type Pumps sell at the lowest 
prices on record. 


And we also build smaller fire pumps 


for booster service at even lower 
prices—ask us about them! 


PUMPS ONLY SINCE 1873 


AMERICAN STEAM PUMP COMPANY 


PRINTED IN U. S. A- 





